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Abstract: In this article I will write about story, storytelling, benefits of stories for 

elementary learners. Should all teachers include stories in their every lesson? Or set it down 

for leisure time of students? And I will share my own experience of usage of stories in 

teaching. 

Key words: Story, short story, benefit, communicative approach, own experience. 

 

WHAT IS A STORY? 

Let’s start with some definitions of what a story is to help us understand what our 

end goal is in telling a story. According to Dictionary.com, there are few definitions of 

a story. A narrative, either true or fictitious, in prose or verse, designed to interest, 

amuse, or instruct the hearer or reader; tale. 

A fictitious tale, shorter and less elaborate than a novel.  
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The plot or succession of incidents of a novel, poem, drama, etc.  

A narration of an incident or a series of events or an example of these that is or may be 

narrated, as an anecdote, joke, etc. 

It’s fair to say that not all of these definitions are applicable to the kind of 

storytelling non-profits are doing. I always hope it goes without saying, but we are not 

telling fictitious tales! In fact, the kind of stories non-profits tell are often stories of 

speaking truth to power.  

In her book Story Genius: How to Use Brain Science to go Beyond Outlining and 

Write a Riveting Novel, Lisa Cron says: 

“A story is about how the things that happen affect someone in pursuit of a difficult 

goal, and how that person changes internally as a result.” 

Stories teach people, or at least show them how other people act in different situations, how 

people “characters of stories” find solutions for some problems, make their life easier or 

vice versa. Personally, I think that every story is an experience for every reader, and 

conclusion is also should be done by everyone vitally. 

Should all teachers include stories in their every lesson? Or set it down for leisure time 

of students 

‘’Reading is a relatively modern concept, but storytelling is age-old, even before 

humans knew how to write. Thus, when you use storytelling in your classes, your students 

will remember the concepts better because now they will be able to connect the concepts 

and have visual memory of the classes.’’ Answers google for this question. 

Personally, I think that we should not use stories on daily basis because students will 

get tired of monotone lesson and method and can loose their wish of learning English.  
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The devils in the details – A2/B1 

Someone knocked at her door just as Victoria was about to leave her flat. It was 

strange because she hadn't heard the lift or anyone on the stairs. She quickly tried to put on 

her other shoe and nearly fell over. There were many unopened letters – probably asking for 

money – on the floor. She was late to work for the third time this month and now she had a 

visitor. Great, she thought. 

She opened the door and tried to smile in a way that would say 'I'd love to talk, but sorry I 

can't!' 

'And how are you today, Victoria?' the man at her door asked. 'Good, I hope! If not, I bring 

you an eternity of warmth and best wishes from the wonderful director of my company.' 

Victoria's smile disappeared. How did he know her name? 

'You know how I can be so sure?' he asked. 'I am the wonderful director of my company!' 

'I'm sorry,' said Victoria. 'I really have to go. I'm late for work.' 

'Time!' He sounded sad. 'That's what they all want. Time or happiness, which one would 

you like more of?' 

'Listen, really,' said Victoria, 'I'm not interested, sorry.' 

'We've got a special offer on,' he replied. 'Twenty-five years of extra life in exchange 

for eternity. Or,' he smiled, 'double your happiness for the same price.' 

'Price?' she repeated, confused. 

'There are no hidden charges. We take everything you have – forever.' 

Victoria thought it was strange that he was wasting time on such a stupid joke. 'Then 

I want fifty extra years or four times more happiness,' she joked back. 
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'Oh, you could,' he said. 'But I have to tell you, the quality of the years goes down after 

twenty-five. I recommend choosing happiness.' 

He pushed the lift button for her. Of course, it was obvious that she was going down 

because it was morning and she was dressed for work. OK, so her smart bag only had 

sandwiches in, not important papers, and her suit was second-hand. One day, she'd think of 

a job she was good at and that paid well. 

Sometimes Victoria felt as if her sister was the only lucky one in the family. Charlotte had 

her own prize-winning company and she was married to the handsome and funny Peter. The 

only thing wrong with Peter was that he didn't have a twin for Victoria to marry! Even the 

way Charlotte met Peter sounded like a film. After a lot of bad luck, Charlotte was in a car 

accident. At first, the doctors said she would never walk again but then, a new doctor, Peter, 

started work at the hospital. With Peter's help, Charlotte was walking again in just a few 

weeks. Even he joked that no one had known he was such a good doctor before he met 

Charlotte. He asked her to marry him two months later. Half a year after the accident, 

Charlotte started her company and now they lived in the most expensive part of London. 

Victoria was happy for her sister, of course, and she loved visiting their house and seeing 

their beautiful children, Gabriella and Angela. But sometimes it made her feel bad that she 

didn't have any good luck for herself. 

Remembering Charlotte's accident made her think. It was impossible to know what 

might happen in the future. 'But what if I get killed by a bus tomorrow?' 

'Then your perfect life will only last one day. Time or happiness, I can only offer one. I 

can't do miracles. Another company does those.' 

'Well, maybe you should change jobs,' she said and pressed the lift button herself. 
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'No,' he said. 'I've tried working for them. Their sales team makes a very different offer: 

Have a hard life now, then be happy for eternity. Some customers like the idea but, 

honestly, it's much harder to sell it.' 

The lift wasn't even moving so she turned towards the stairs. She was going to be so, so late 

to work. But, as she started down the stairs, she suddenly remembered something. 

'Oh no!' she said. 'Gabriella and Angela!' Her little nieces' birthday presents were still sitting 

on the kitchen table. There wasn't time to go back and get them now. 

'It's time you want, isn't it, Victoria? I always know,' he called after her. 

'I don't believe these stupid things you're saying and I don't have time to talk to you!' 

She stopped talking because she realised she was admitting that she needed more time. 

Then she screamed as he slid down the banister and suddenly appeared in front of her, 

floating in the air with his arms and legs crossed. 

'Aha!' he said. 'You want happiness instead!' 

Victoria moved backwards and put her hand against the wall so she wouldn't fall. Now she 

knew who the strange man was. 

'I'm happy enough, thanks,' she said, starting to run down the stairs. 

'Are you happy, Victoria?' he asked as he continued to slide down the banister with 

her. 'Of course, your job is not bad. You don't mind that the pay is low and your boss hates 

you because you're always late. I'm sure you'll find the money to pay your rent, just like you 

usually do.' 

'You can't know that!' she shouted. 'Anyway, money doesn't buy happiness!' 

'True, Victoria, true. It's love that makes the world go round.' 
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'Exactly!' she said. Five more floors to go. 

'I'm sure one day you'll meet someone ...' he said. 

'I don't need a man to be happy, so if that's all you're offering ...' 

'You're so clever, Victoria,' he continued. 'So few people understand that happiness 

comes from inside us, not from things we can buy or from other people. I see that you're 

cleverer than many of our customers. Twenty-five years extra then. I can see it in you, 

Victoria. You won't waste them.' 

'But twenty-five more than what?' 

'No, no, no.' He turned the last corner with her. 'I won't tell you how long your life is. 

We've tried it with customers and it doesn't work. When people know how long they are 

going to live, they don't enjoy their lives.' 

'I don't believe in any of this. Or in you!' 

He jumped off the banister and held up something small and white. 

'Your sister didn't believe it either,' he said. 'Not until she had her accident. Here's my card 

if you change your mind.' 

And he disappeared. Victoria was alone on the stairs, her mouth open in shock. 

Nicola Prentis 

This story is for elementary learners and they can easily understand the meaning of it. 

The topic of a story is very attracting but the length of this story is big, if your student 

started reading recently and not used to read in English, it is better to choose shorter stories 

and turn by turn you will make it longer 
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Based on my teaching  experience this short story can be very interesting for 

elementary learners, because most of them are teenagers and they love this type of 

mysterious things. Every time when we had leisure time I suggested my students to watch 

something interesting in English together  and every time they wanted to watch horror 

films. 

In addition, we should choose some realistic stories for elementary learners. For 

example: about global problems, about IT, about some professions   to enlarge  their 

knowledge and make them think, speak, share ideas. 

Benefits of creating story 

Children, who have elementary level are able to express their thought, and creating a 

story can be a good way to make your student to speak, to think. For example you give any 

topic for them or at least start the story by your own and then, one by one let them to 

continue it. This approach will create a friendly atmosphere in the classroom, 

communicative abilities of your students will grow and in addition you can identify level of 

your students, their grammatical problems, their psychological condition, world outlook and 

you can be closer to your student. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, using stories in teaching young learners is a powerful and effective 

tool that engages students, enhances their language skills, fosters creativity and imagination, 

and promotes a love for reading and learning. Through stories, teachers can create 

meaningful and memorable learning experiences that cater to the developmental needs and 

interests of young learners. Stories provide a context for language acquisition, vocabulary 

building, and cultural understanding, making learning both fun and educational. As 

educators, incorporating stories into teaching practices can lead to better educational  
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outcomes and instill a lifelong love for storytelling, reading, and learning in young 

individuals. 
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