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ANNOTATION: The ancient trees of Samarkand are not just elements of nature
but living symbols of the city’s profound historical and cultural legacy. Many of these
trees, having stood for centuries, represent resilience, spiritual power, and the unbroken
link between generations. They are frequently mentioned in local myths, poetry, and oral
storytelling, which reflects the deep respect the people of Samarkand hold for nature and
its sacred significance in their everyday lives. This research delves into the historical,
cultural, and symbolic values associated with these ancient trees, examining their role in
religious rituals, folklore, and the urban landscape. Additionally, the study emphasizes the
necessity of safeguarding these natural treasures as a vital component of Samarkand’s
intangible cultural heritage.
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AHHOTAIUSA: [lpeBnue nepeBps CamapkaHIa — 3TO HE NPOCTO SIJIEMEHTHI
IOPUPOJIbI, & JKHUBBIE CUMBOJIBI TJyOOKOTO HCTOPHUYECKOIO U KYJBTYpPHOTO Hacieaus
ropona. MHOrue M3 3THX JEpPEBbEB, IPOCTOSBIINE BEKAMM, OJIMLETBOPSIOT CTOMKOCTB,
JTYXOBHYIO CHJTy M HEPa3pbIBHYIO CBSI3b MEX]y NOKOJIEHUAMHU. OHHU 4acTO YIIOMUHAKOTCS B
MECTHBIX MH(ax, MO33MM U YCTHBIX pacCKazax, YTO OTpakaeT TIIyOOKOoe YyBa)KEHUE
xurenerd CaMapkaHIa K NPUPOJAE U €€ CBAIICHHOMY 3HAYEHHWIO B UX IOBCEIHEBHOU
KHU3HU. DTO UCCIIEI0OBAaHUE YIiIyOsieTcs B HCTOPUUECKHE, KYJIbTYPHbIE U CUMBOJIMYECKUE
LIEHHOCTH, CBSI3aHHBIE C STUMH JIPEBHUMU JAECPEBBAMH, M3ydasi UX pPOJIb B PEIIUTHO3HBIX

putyanax, Qonpkiope u ropoiackoMm sanmmadre. Kpome Toro, wuccimemoBaHue
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MOAYEPKUBAECT HEOOXOJUMOCTh COXPAHEHUSI ITUX MPUPOJHBIX COKPOBUII] KaK KU3HEHHO

BAKHOT'O KOMIIOHEHTA HEMATEPUAIbHOTO KYJIbTYpHOTO Hacieausa CaMapkaHja.
KarueBsbie ciaoBa: CamapkaHz, KyJbTYpHOE Hacleaue, CUMBOJIMKA, APEBHUE

JIEPEBhs, AYXOBHOE 3HAYCHHE, (POJBKIOP, MCTOPHS, CBSIICHHAS TPHUPOJA, COXPAHCHHE

OKPY>KaIoLIEH Cpeibl, TOPOJICKASI UAECHTUYHOCTD.

INTRODUCTION. Samarkand, one of the oldest cities in Central Asia, is widely
known for its magnificent architecture, rich history, and diverse cultural heritage.
Alongside its grand mosques, decorative tilework, and lively markets, there exists another
significant yet often unnoticed element of its past — its ancient trees. Found in the
courtyards of madrasahs, cemeteries, and sacred places, these age-old trees are more than
just parts of nature; they are silent witnesses to centuries of devotion, transformation, and
communal life.[1]

Many of these venerable trees are closely tied to local legends, religious customs,
and historical events. They are frequently linked with saints, scholars, or momentous
happenings, which has elevated their status among the local population. These trees
represent resilience, continuity, and the sacred bond between the physical and the spiritual
worlds. For countless generations, they have provided shelter for pilgrims, served as
meeting points for social interaction, and stood as enduring symbols of wisdom.

This research aims to reveal the cultural and symbolic significance of Samarkand’s
ancient trees by examining their influence on the city's spiritual and historical identity. The
study also highlights the necessity of preserving these natural monuments as an essential
part of the region’s intangible cultural legacy.

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS. For centuries, the ancient city of Samarkand has
served as a meeting point for various civilizations, drawing in merchants, scholars, and
pilgrims from distant lands. Amid this rich historical environment, trees have occupied a
distinctive and honored place. Many of these trees, which date back to the Timurid era or

even earlier periods, have stood as silent witnesses to the city's vibrant and ever-changing
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history. In the courtyards of mosques and madrasahs, aged plane trees (Platanus orientalis)
and mulberries (Morus alba) continue to flourish, symbolizing endurance and the
persistence of life through times of political and societal turmoil.[2]

It is believed that some of these ancient trees were planted by respected spiritual
leaders, such as Sufi saints, which has elevated these trees to the status of pilgrimage sites.
Their link to sacred history has contributed to their preservation, even as conflicts and
invasions transformed the cityscape around them.

In the spiritual worldview of Samarkand’s people, these old trees embody life,
wisdom, and a divine connection. Their twisted trunks and widespread branches represent
resilience and the passage of time. According to local legends, some of these trees
sprouted from the staffs of wandering mystics or from seeds carried by travelers blessed
with spiritual power.[3]

For generations, residents have fastened prayer ribbons — known as "tumor" or
"chilla" — onto the branches of these sacred trees, seeking health, blessings, and the
realization of their wishes. Such traditions reflect the fusion of ancient pre-Islamic beliefs
with Islamic practices, which assign sacred qualities to elements of the natural world.
Many believe these trees harbor protective spirits or bear the presence of holy souls.

Besides their religious and spiritual importance, Samarkand’s old trees have served
as vital social and cultural landmarks. In traditional neighborhoods, or mahallas, a grand
tree located in the central square often functioned as a gathering site where elders would
meet to discuss communal affairs and resolve disputes. Under the shade of these trees, folk
tales, songs, and oral histories were passed down, safeguarding the city’s intangible
cultural heritage.

During local festivals and market days, these spots would turn into bustling centers
of commerce, socializing, and celebration. Thus, the trees provided not only physical
shelter but also symbolized unity, community, and harmony.

Despite their enduring significance, Samarkand’s ancient trees are currently under

threat from urban sprawl, environmental pollution, and climate shifts. Some have been
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damaged or cut down due to modern construction, while others suffer from neglect and
disease. Efforts to conserve these natural monuments are still insufficient, and public
understanding of their historical and cultural value remains limited.[4]

In response, several local and international organizations have begun recognizing
the importance of preserving these living symbols. Implementing sustainable urban
development strategies and increasing public education efforts are crucial to ensure that
these ancient trees remain a meaningful part of Samarkand’s identity for future

generations.

Cultural and Symbolic Role of
Samarkand’s Old Trees
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The study of Samarkand’s ancient trees shows that their importance extends far

beyond their biological or environmental functions. These age-old trees are deeply woven
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into the cultural, spiritual, and social life of the city. Throughout history, they have been
preserved not simply because of their age or beauty, but because they are believed to
embody sacred energy and hold the memory of past generations.[5]

A key discovery is the strong connection between these trees and the city’s religious
customs. Many of them are associated with saints or spiritual figures, which has
contributed to their protection over the centuries. Some trees near shrines and mausoleums
continue to attract pilgrims who consider them part of these holy places. This reflects the
blending of ancient tree veneration practices with Islamic traditions, demonstrating the
lasting spiritual continuity present in Samarkand.

Furthermore, these trees carry profound symbolic meanings such as resilience,
wisdom, and harmony, which have cemented their place in daily community life. Large
trees have served not only as sacred symbols but also as gathering places for social
interaction, meetings, and celebrations — emphasizing their dual role as cultural icons and
natural monuments.[6]

The research also highlights the increasing threats facing these old trees. Rapid
urbanization, pollution, and insufficient care endanger their survival. Ignoring these
cultural-natural treasures risks losing a vital part of Samarkand’s unique heritage. On the
positive side, local scholars, ecologists, and preservationists have recently intensified their
efforts to protect these trees, reflecting a growing awareness of their value.

And so, the findings confirm that Samarkand’s ancient trees are irreplaceable
cultural and spiritual symbols that have shaped the city’s identity for generations. They are
not merely part of the landscape but serve as bearers of tradition, history, and belief — and
therefore require intentional preservation and thoughtful integration into the city’s future

development strategies.

CONCLUSION. Samarkand’s ancient trees embody a remarkable harmony of

natural beauty, cultural memory, and spiritual meaning. As silent observers of the city’s
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thousands of years of history, they have significantly influenced the formation of local

customs, beliefs, and community life. These trees are valued not merely as parts of the

natural environment but as living symbols of resilience, continuity, and the sacred bond
between humanity and nature.

This research emphasizes that safeguarding these ancient trees is crucial for
preserving Samarkand’s cultural essence and historical heritage. Their deep symbolic and
historical value highlights the importance of comprehensive protection measures that
integrate the needs of urban development with environmental and cultural preservation.

Given the growing risks posed by modern environmental changes and human
activities, it is essential to implement thoughtful conservation strategies, raise public
awareness, and promote heritage-oriented tourism. Such efforts will help ensure that these
timeless trees continue to inspire and connect future generations, just as they have been a
source of meaning for the people of Samarkand for centuries.
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